
Perineal Urethrostomy in Cats 

What is a perineal urethrostomy (PU)? 

A PU is a surgical procedure where the narrow part of a male cat’s urethra (penile 
urethra) is removed, and a new, wider opening is created under the tail.  This allows 
urine to pass more easily and reduces the risk of blockage. 

 

Why does my cat need this surgery? 

A PU is usually recommended for cats that have: 

• Repeated urethral blockages  

• A blockage that cannot be relieved  

• Severe scarring or narrowing of the urethra  

• When costs are going to prevent repeated medical management.  Cats that get a 
blockage are very prone to repeat blockages and the cost of managing this 
medically each time can become very expensive.  

 

Will this cure my cat’s urinary problems? 

A PU prevents life-threatening blockages, but it does not cure the underlying cause of 
the cystitis. 

Your cat may still need: 

• Special diet  

• Stress management  

 

Is the surgery risky for my cat? 

All surgeries carry some risk, but PU is a commonly performed procedure with a good 
success rate when done by an experienced veterinarian.

 

What is the recovery like? 

• Hospitalisation: usually 1 - 3 days  

• Sutures: removed after 10 - 14 days  

During recovery, your cat will need: 



• An Elizabethan collar (cone)  

• Clean litter (often non-clumping initially)  

 

Will my cat be able to urinate normally afterward? 

Yes.  Your cat will urinate through a new opening that is wider, making blockage much 
less likely.  The urine stream may look different (less directed). 

 

Will my cat become incontinent? 

Most cats retain normal bladder control.  Incontinence is uncommon but can occur in 
rare cases. 

 

Will this change my cat’s behaviour? 

Generally, no. In fact, many cats are more comfortable and less stressed once they are 
no longer experiencing blockages. 

 

Does my cat still need a special diet? 

Yes, in most cases.  A urinary prescription diet is often recommended long-term to 
reduce the risk of ongoing urinary issues. 

 

Are there long-term complications for my cat? 

Possible but uncommon long-term issues include: 

• Recurrent urinary tract infections  

• Narrowing of the surgical opening  

• Irritation around the site  

 

How successful is the surgery? 

A PU has a high success rate (over 85–90%) in preventing future urethral blockages and 
significantly improves quality of life. 

 


